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1. ARBITRATION

A. ARBITRATION OF ALL DISPUTES INCLUDING CLAIMS OF MALPRACTICE

Any dispute between the parties [Attorney and Client] regarding the construction, 
application or performance of any services under this Agreement, and any claim arising out of or 
relating to this Agreement or its breach, including, without limitation, claims for breach of 
contract, professional negligence, breach of fiduciary duty, misrepresentation, fraud and disputes 
regarding attorney fees and/or costs charged under this Agreement (except as provided in 
paragraph B below) shall be submitted to binding arbitration upon the written request of one party 
after the service of that request on the other party.  The parties shall appoint one person [Option:  
or agree upon a 3-person panel] to hear and determine the dispute.  [Option:  name the arbitration 
provider such as AAA, JAMS, ADR, etc., and provide that the arbitration shall be conducted 

B. MANDATORY FEE ARBITRATION

.



the parties have agreed to binding arbitration and either party rejects the award and requests a trial 
de novo within 30 days after the award is mailed to the parties.  If, after receiving a notice of 

2. MEDIATION CLAUSE

If a dispute arises out of or relating to any aspect of this Agreement betweenAttorney and 
Client, or the breach thereof, and if the dispute cannot be settled through negotiation, Attorney 
and Client agree to first try in good faith to settle the dispute by private mediation or fee 
mediation provided by local bar association programs before resorting to arbitration, litigation, or 
any other dispute resolution procedure. The cost of such mediation shall be borne equally by the 
parties, unless otherwise stipulated in a settlement agreement between the parties. 

3. INTEREST CHARGES

If a billing statement is not paid when due, interest will be charged on the principal 
balance (fees, costs, and disbursements) shown on the statement. Interest will be calculated by 
multiplying the unpaid balance by the periodic rate of .833% per month (TEN PERCENT [10%] 
ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE). The unpaid balance will bear interest until paid.

[Interest may not be compounded without compliance with the California Civil Code, Appendix I, 
dealing with usury.]

4. REPLENISHING DEPOSIT

To commence the representation, Client has provided [must provide] Attorney with a 
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5. SECURITY DEPOSIT



Attorney will apply $_____________ of that deposit to the first fees and costs billed to 

6.

7. OTHER PAYOR CLAUSE 

8. OTHER PAYOR CLAUSE 
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9. FIXED FEE CLAUSE



Agreement, the fixed fee will be earned in full and no portion of it will be refunded once any 
material services have been performed.

10.

It is agreed that Attorney will associate with another attorney, [name], who will assist 
Attorney regarding the representation. [Name] will be compensated out of the fees which 
Attorney otherwise will earn under this Agreement based upon the effort and time he/she puts into 
the case. Attorney will divide the total fees received from the representation with [name], and the 
terms of the division will be [specify the terms of fee division]. This division of fees will not 
increase the fee due from Client should Attorney obtain a recovery on behalf of Client.

It is agreed that Attorney will associate with another attorney, [name], who will assist 
Attorney regarding the representation.  [Name] will be compensated by Attorney on an hourly 
basis at a rate of $________ per hour. These charges will be billed by Attorney to Client as a cost 
as defined in this Agreement. [

Pursuant to California Rule of Professional Conduct 3-410, I am informing you in writing 
that I do not have professional liability insurance.
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